


From the Journals . . . 
“I Set out early and proceeded on through a Countrey as ruged as usial . . . at 12 
miles decended the mountain to a leavel pine Countrey proceeded on 
through a butifull Countrey for three miles to a Small Plain in which I found 
maney Indian lodges, at the distance of 1 mile from the lodges I met 3 boys, 
when they Saw me ran and hid themselves”
William Clark, 20 September 1805

proceeded on
proceeded on





Background and Preparation
1600s-May 13, 1804



Looking West
1600s: Smith, Marquette, and Joliet explore 
North American waterways

1783: Jefferson asks General George Rogers Clark 
to consider western expedition

1784-1789: Jefferson amasses world’s largest 
collection of books about West

1793: Mackenzie traverses North America

1802: Jefferson sees book about Mackenzie’s trip



Louisiana Purchase
“In 1802 Jefferson had sent ministers to 
France, offering to buy New Orleans, the 
vital port at the mouth of the Mississippi 
River. But instead, Napoleon Bonaparte, 
preparing for another war with England, 
had made a surprising counteroffer: he 
would sell the entire Louisiana Territory, 
all 820,000 square miles, to the United 
States for $15 million. It was a sum nearly 
twice the federal budget, and  . . . 
Jefferson readily agreed. For just three 
cents an acre, the President more than 
doubled the size of his country with a 
single stroke of his pen.”
Dayton Duncan and Ken Burns, Lewis & Clark: An 
Illustrated History



Purpose of Expedition

Jefferson “wrote out page after page of 
precise instructions for the expedition. . . 
Find the Northwest Passage and the most 
direct route to the Pacific; draw maps; make 
detailed observations of the soils, minerals, 
crops, animals, and weather; meet the 
Indians and record their languages, 
populations, religions, customs, food, 
clothing, and willingness to trade with the 
Americans." 
Dayton Duncan and Ken Burns, Lewis & Clark: An Illustrated 
History



Meriwether Lewis

1774: born in Virginia

1779: father dies

1794: joins militia

1795: serves in U.S. Army under Lt. William Clark

1798-1799: serves on recruiting duty near 
Charlottesville

1801: becomes Jefferson’s personal secretary



Meriwether Lewis

“It was impossible to find a character who to a 
compleat science in botany, natural history, 
mineralogy & astronomy, joined the firmness of 
constitution & character, prudence, habits adapted 
to the woods, & a familiarity with the Indian 
manners & character, requisite for this 
undertaking. All the latter qualifications Capt. 
Lewis has.” 
Thomas Jefferson



William Clark

1770: born in Virginia
1785: moves to Kentucky with family
1789: joins militia and fights Indians in Ohio and 
Indiana
1794: participates in Battle of Fallen Timbers
1795: serves in U.S. Army with Meriwether Lewis
1796: resigns from Army to look after family’s 
estate



William Clark

"William Clark . . . had spent most of his life on 
the Kentucky and Ohio frontiers, where he had 
learned both to fight and to negotiate with 
Indians, to build forts in the wilderness, and to 
find his way through unknown territory. He 
was, one acquaintance said, 'of solid and 
promising parts, and as brave as Caesar.”
Dayton Duncan and Ken Burns, Lewis & Clark: An 
Illustrated History



Co-Captains

"Thus my friend, you have a summary view 
of the plan, the means and the objects of 
this expedition. If therefore there is 
anything under those circumstances which 
would induce you to participate in it's 
fatiegues, it's dangers and it's honors, 
believe me there is no man on earth with 
whom I should feel equal pleasure in 
sharing them as with yourself.”     
Meriwether Lewis, letter to William Clark

"This is an undertaking fraited with many 
difeculties, but My friend I do assure you 
that no man lives whith whome I would 
perfur to undertake Such a Trip.”
William Clark, letter to Meriwether Lewis



Studies and Supplies
In spring 1803, Lewis travels to Philadelphia, where he studies . . . 

• medicine with Dr. Benjamin Rush,
• astronomy with Andrew Ellicott,

• zoology with Caspar Wistar,and

• botany with Benjamin Smith Barton.

He also spends the  $2500 Congress has approved for the 
expedition on . . .

• compasses, quadrants, a telescope, & a chronometer;

• saws, hatchets, chisels, fishing hooks, & cloth for tents;

• soap, portable soup, tablespoons, & a corn mill; and

• 288 thimbles, 4600 sewing needles, handkerchiefs, kettles, 
mirrors, 130 rolls of tobacco, and 33 pounds of beads.
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Assembling the Crew
“stout, healthy, unmarried men”
“accustomed to the woods”
“capable of bearing bodily fatigue”
Meriwether Lewis, letter to William Clark

Eventually, the crew will comprise some 30 men, 
including . . .
• Sgts. Charles Floyd, Patrick Gass, John Ordway & 

Nathaniel Pryor;
• Pvts. Pierre Cruzatte (half Omaha) and George 

Shannon (youngest member, at age 18);
• George Drouillard (interpreter); and
• York (Clark’s slave).



Camp Dubois
During the winter of 1803-1804, the Corps of Discovery prepares for the expedition at 
Camp Dubois, at the east side of the Mississippi River, near the confluence of the 
Mississippi and Missouri rivers.
• The men undergo drills.
• Lewis and Clark collect information from fur traders.
• Lewis purchases two tons of flour, two tons of salt pork, and 100 gallons of whiskey.



Up the Missouri
May 14, 1804-April 6, 1805



Departure
"I Set out at 4 oClock P.M. in the presence of many of the Neighbouring
inhabitants, and proceeded on under a jentle brease up the Missourie . . .”
William Clark, 14 May 1804



Moving the Keelboat
The 55-foot keelboat held a lot of 
supplies, but it was tough to move 
against the mighty Missouri River.

Men rowed, tugged, poled, and 
occasionally sailed the boat 
upstream, averaging 10-15 miles a 
day.

In addition to fatigue, they endured 
boils, dysentery, snake bite, and 
heat stroke.

Two smaller  pirogues 
accompanied the 
keelboat up the Missouri.



Death of Sgt. Floyd

William Clark, 20 August 1804



Land of Plenty
“Groops of Shrubs covered with the most delicious froot is to be seen in every 
direction, and nature appears to have exerted herself to butify the Senery by 
the variety of flours Delicately and highly flavered raised above the Grass, 
which strikes and profumes the Sensation, and amuses the mind throws it into 
Conjecterng the cause of so magnificent a Senerey in a Country thus Situated 
far removed from the Sivilised world to be enjoyed by nothing but the Buffalo 
Elk Deer & Bear I which it abounds & Savage Indians.”
William Clark, 4 July 1804



Encounters

“. . . as Soon as I landed the Perogue three of their 
young men Seased the Cable of the Perogue the Chiefs 
Soldr. Huged the mast, and the 2d Chief was verry
insolent both in words & justures declareing I Should 
not go on, Stateing he had not recved presents Suffient
from us, his justures were of Such a personal nature I 
felt my Self Compeled to Draw my Sword, at this 
motion Capt. Lewis ordered all under arms in the boat, 
those with me also Showed a Disposition to Defend 
themselves and me, the grand Chief then took hold of 
the roop ordered the young warrers away, I felt my Self 
warm & Spoke in verry positive terms.”
William Clark, 25 September 1804



Fort Mandan

7 October 1804: camp near Mandan village

3 November: begin building Fort Mandan
4 November: employ Charbonneau and 
Sacagawea

17 December: temperature drops below -40F

27 February: ”I commence a Map of the 
Countrey on the Missouries & its waters &c.” 
(Clark)

7 April: keelboat sets off down Missouri with 
letters and specimens



Friends

“visited by many of the 
natives among others the 
Big white, the Coal, big-man, 
hairy horn and the black 
man, I smoked with them, 
after which they retired, a 
deportment not common, 
for they usually pester us 
with their good company the 
ballance of the day after one 
being introduced to our 
apartment.”
Meriwether Lewis, 6 February 
1805



New Additions to the Corps

“a french man by Name Chabonah who 
Speaks the Big Belley language visit us, 
he wished to hire & informed us his 2 
Squars were Snake Indians, we engau
him to go on with us and take one of his 
wives to interpet the Snake language”
William Clark, 4 November 1804

“about five oclock this evening one of 
the wives of Charbono was delivered of 
a fine boy.”
Meriwether Lewis, 11 February 1805
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