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Years ago, as I watched my infant daughter trying to absorb the 
intricacies of the belt in her car seat, I understood a trait that 
perhaps led me to education. I cherish what the poet Gerard 
Manley Hopkins called “the achieve of; the mastery of the 
thing.” Like Benjamin Franklin, another favorite of mine, I 
believe humans have tremendous potential, and I can think of 
no more appropriate or fulfilling job for me than helping them 
to realize that potential.  
 
Early in my career in higher education, when I was teaching English at the University of North Carolina at 
Pembroke, I began collaborating with my wife, Lisa, on educational trips to American cities, such as 
Philadelphia, Boston, and New Orleans. These trips reflect another core component of my personality: a love 
of experience. Some 30 years ago, before we were married, Lisa gave me a mug as a gift. The message she 
painted on the side revealed how well she knew me even then. It reads: “The glory of God is man fully alive.” 
For me, being fully alive means immersing myself in this glorious world: wading in a mountain creek, hiking a 
Yellowstone trail with daughter Esprit, building something with son Will, and doing anything—except 
shopping for fabric—with Lisa. I have traveled the Lewis and Clark Trail, visited some 40 states and 7 
countries, and traveled across the country with my family with an RV. An active runner, biker, and swimmer 
with a love for history, literature, culture, and the outdoors, I especially enjoy combining some of these 
hobbies in what I call “moving experiences”: hiking through the Cumberland Gap (à la Daniel Boone), 
running through Philadelphia (à la Rocky), and the like. Experience, I believe, is a powerful teacher, one that 
provides knowledge and skills we can put to work to improve our world. 
 
After going into administration at the University of North Carolina at Pembroke, where I served as chair and 
dean, I came to a regional campus of my alma mater, Indiana University. Here, at IU Kokomo, my passions 
for education and experience have come to their richest realization. Since 2015, I have collaborated with 
colleagues across campus on the KEY (“Kokomo Experience and You”), which provides all of our students 
with opportunities to engage in High Impact Practices and other transformative learning experiences, 
including retreats, research, internships, service-learning, and domestic and international travel. More than 
1200 of our students have traveled on some 100 trips to Chicago, Pittsburgh, Cincinnati, Louisville, Italy, 
Guatemala, and other destinations. Whenever I can, I join the students and faculty on these trips, and I can 
testify to their impact. On a 2018 trip to Yellowstone National Park, for example, a dozen students and I 
studied geology, biology, fire ecology, climate change, and wolf politics. We saw geysers, fumaroles, the pen 
created for the wolves that were re-introduced to the park in 1995, and much more, all while learning from a 
Yellowstone Forever guide, biology and geology faculty members from IU Kokomo, and others. 
 
When I am not leading and living, I am writing.  Words, along with baseball, were my first loves.  My career 
as a novelist, like my aspirations to play professional ball, remains on hold for the time being, but I stay active 
writing academic books and essays, along with articles for general audiences, on literature (particularly the 
works of Edgar Allan Poe and Thomas Wolfe), journalism, student success, and misinformation in the media. 
 
In short, higher education has been the setting where I have tapped my love of experience to fulfill my calling 
to help others to realize their potential as thinkers, leaders, and citizens. If I have been successful, the world 
has more men and women deploying their skills to make a better world, all while feeling “fully alive.” 
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With our daughter, Esprit, at a KEY trip to Yellowstone 


